
  Elsie Topple 

When Elsie was a child, her mother Elsie (snr), 

brought her for a holiday to stay with her Gran in 

William Street, Grays.  

Elsie was ill on the journey and when she arrived her 

gran called a doctor and Elsie was taken to an        

isolation hospital with Scarlet Fever. In those days 

men would also come and fumigate the bedroom and 

clothes to kill germs.  

The hospital was Thurrock Hospital, but in those days 

it was situated in a field, surrounded by further 

fields. Elsie remained in hospital for six weeks.  

Elsie, her parents and younger sister Lilian, who was 

born in 1914, moved from Stoke Poges to Grays.   

During the war, Elsie saw a Zeppelin gliding        

overhead. Guns were firing at it and suddenly it was 

on fire and fell several miles away. Her father     

Thomas took her in the horse and trap to see the 

wreckage a few days later.  

Elsie was born Elsie Kathleen Mary 

Topple in  1909, to Thomas Topple 

and Elsie Rayment at Stoke Poges,     

Buckinghamshire, England.  



Elsie aged about 

8 years old, with   

Elsie Snr and 

Lil (Lillian) 

aged about 2 

taken in 1916.  

The family home had 3 bedrooms, a scullery, kitchen 

and front room. It didn't have a bathroom and the  

toilet was outside the back door. Elsie didn't have any 

pets when she was small but she had a dog in later 

years called Sandy, and later a black and white        

Labrador called Peter.  

One of Elsie’s fondest memories was of her doll called 

Madeline, she had long black hair and her mum 

made her a lovely velvet dress and hat.  

Elsie would take the big flag that belonged to the Girl 

Guides to school for Empire day in May. She would 

stand on a chair holding the flag while the whole 

school of girls marched past.  



 

Elsie played the piano every morning for hymns in 

the hall and later in the day for country dancing.  

Elsie said she looked up to her mum and dad because 

they were always good and kind.  

She didn't have a boyfriend at school, but had a 

crush on a boy who worked in a shop. She would offer 

to do the shopping so she could see him.  

She looked forward to Saturday when children went 

to the penny pictures. Her pocket money was one  

penny and half a penny for sweets.  

Sunday morning was always Sunday School. Best 

clothes came out on that day and when she grew out 

of them her old clothes would pass down to Lillian.  

A photo of    

Elsie with her 

mum Elsie 

snr and sister 

Lillian taken 

in 1917. 



 

Elsie’s mother died at 36 years old and her father 

Thomas married a lady called Hilda who had also 

been widowed.   

As Elsie grew up she didn't like smoking or       

drinking. She was sixteen years of age before she 

had her first date. Thomas would not allow her to go 

out on her own with a boy.  

Elsie’s first job was in a large mansion belonging to 

countess of Warwick. She did the housework and 

was paid £20 a year which wasn't much, however she 

lived in and had all her food free. Elsie also worked 

at Van den Burg and Jurgens in Yorkshire. 

Elsie met Arthur Fredrick Thompson and in 1940, 

Elsie and Arthur had a son called Alan. During 

World war Two, both Arthur and Elsie's father       

Thomas, were air raid wardens.  

The family moved to London Road in 1946, and    

Elsie and Arthur married in 1947 when Elsie was 

27 years of age.  

 

Elsie and Arthur’s 

wedding taken at     

Arthur St, Grays  

(Tommy’s home) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elsie’s younger sister Lillian married George Owen 

in 1940, and the photo above is of George, Lillian,   

Elsie and Arthur taken in 1952 at North Stifford.  

Arthur was part of a bowls club and he and Elsie     

attended lots of away matches, outings and dances.  

Arthur was badly crushed when a coal truck hit him. 

The lower part of his body was badly hurt and he was 

in hospital for a while. In those days there was no 

compensation paid. He later had kidney trouble 

which may have been caused by the accident.  

Arthur was badly crushed when a coal truck hit him. 

The lower part of his body was badly hurt and he was 

in hospital for a while. In those days there was no 

compensation paid. He later had kidney trouble 

which may have been caused by the accident.  

 



 

Arthur became gravely ill in 1982 and was in Orsett 

Hospital. By this time the house in London Road 

was in a poor state with pealing wallpaper and damp 

in every room. The floor at the bottom of the stairs 

was rotting and they still only had an outside toilet 

and no bathroom.  

The council agreed to move them into a bungalow for 

older people in Crammavill Street, Stfford Clays. 

Whilst Arthur was in hospital the family helped to 

move Elsie in March 1982, but Arthur sadly died in 

hospital in April 1982.  

Alan, Arthur and Elsie’s son, moved to the USA and 

Elsie visited him in 1983, 1985 and 1987.  

Elsie sadly died in 1994 of cancer at the age of 85. 
 

Story provided by Elsie’s nephew, Mervyn Owen 

(Lillian’s son).  

 

The following  have been taken from Elsie's memoirs 

that she passed onto family members:  

* long ago clothes were big hats, long skirts and 

coats, muffs and button boots. A coat was 15     

shillings.  

* To be considered rich would be to earn £2 a week. 

* My family never had a big trip anywhere. 



 

* The most interesting invention was making it      

possible for ordinary people to have a telephone and 

later a television.  

* With so little money it was difficult to manage, but 

no one starved and they kept healthy. 

* Didn’t dream the future would be as it is today . To 

have great air liners that take you thousands of 

miles in a few hours. 

* For entertainment we had a gramophone that had a 

big horn and you had to wind a handle to set the    

record off. 

* My favourite memory is our Sunday school outing 

to Southend. I would wake very early in the morning 

waiting to get up and go.  

* We had gas light and lamps for downstairs and   

candles to go to bed. 

* My favourite goodies were tiger nuts, locust beans, 

marshmallows, Spanish (another name for liquorice) 

would be in long boot laces and aniseed balls which 

were 20 a penny.   

 

 

 

 

 


